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South King County traffic closures this week 

Interstate 5 

• Expect daily closures of the left lane of southbound I-5 from Military Road to South 
320th Monday through Saturday from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. as crews build HOV ramps and 
lanes in the median. These closures are scheduled to continue through January. 

• Expect nightly closures of the left lane of southbound I-5 from Military Road to South 
320th Monday through Wednesday (Dec. 12-14) from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. for paving. 

• Expect nightly closures of the left lane of southbound I-5 between SR 18 and the 
Pierce County line Monday through Thursday (Dec.12-15) from 8 p.m. to 10 a.m. for 
HOV lane construction. 

State Route 18 

• Expect nightly closures of the left lane in each direction of SR 18 near I-5 Monday 
through Thursday (Dec. 12-15) from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. Crews will remove barrier and 
place scaffolding for bridge work. 

• On Wednesday night, Dec. 14, expect closures of the left lane in each direction of SR 
18 from Weyerhaeuser Way to West Valley Highway from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. as crews 
install signs on the median barrier. 

Year in review: State Route 161 widening 

This week we continue our review of major south King County projects we featured in our 
e-mail updates this year with the State Route 161 Widening Project. In this project we’re 
widening SR 161 from two to four lanes between S. 360th Street in Federal Way and 
Milton Way in Milton. We’re also adding a two-way left-turn lane between Milton Way and 
Military Road, a raised median between Military Road and S. 360th, and pedestrian and 
bicycle improvements.  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR161/Jovita_S360th_Widen/default.html


It’s been a busy, fast-paced year for WSDOT and SR 161 contractor Tri-State 
Construction. Construction started in April and Tri-State focused first on the section of SR 
161 between S. 360th and Military Road. In this section of the highway crews have 
already completed road widening and expect to have the drainage system and two 
detention ponds completely functional by the end of this year. Also in the section between 
S. 360th and Military Road, crews are nearly done with construction of the retaining walls 
and are about halfway done with the noise walls. Crews also installed two new signals at 
the 19th S. and 28th S intersections. 

Crews started work recently on highway widening between Military Road and Jovita 
Boulevard. Most of the work in 2006 will be concentrated in this section of SR 161. 

Thanks to the efforts of construction crews and Tri-State’s aggressive schedule, we 
expect to complete the project in summer 2006, several months ahead of our original 
contract timetable. 

This $30.1 million project is funded primarily by the 2003 gas tax (Nickel funding). 

Improved rush hour travel times in south King County in latest 
Gray Notebook 

We’ve just published the latest edition of the Gray Notebook, our quarterly report on 
WSDOT’s performance. This edition includes results from a study of travel times on 20 
popular commutes in the central Puget Sound area.  

Of these 20 commutes, only two showed improvements in rush hour travel times between 
2002 and 2004, and both were in south King County. These were the afternoon Renton 
to Auburn commute on State Route 167, and the afternoon Seattle to Seatac commute 
on I-5.  

You can read about this study and much more in the Gray Notebook, including the on-
time story of the Nickel (2003 gas tax) projects, and the annual bridge condition update. 

Highway advisory radio updates  

Tune your radio to 1520 AM to hear a new project update each week on I-5 in Federal Way. 
Questions or comments? E-mail Laura Johnson. 
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